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E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, WB, UR 

SUBJECT: CANCELLATION OF VISIT OF SOVIET MAYORS TO BERLIN 

REFS: (A) USBERLIN 2144; (B) USBERLIN 2105 

LOCAL PRESS REPORTED OCT 24 THAT, AS INDICATED REF A, 
BREMEN MAYOR KOSCHNICK CALLED ON SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
FAUN IN BONN EVENING OCT 23 TO SEEK EXPLANATION 
FOR LAST-MINUTE CANCELLATION OF VISIT OF GROUP OF 
SOVIET MAYORS TO WEST BERLIN. KOSCHNICK REVEALED 
AFTERWARDS THAT FALIN JUSTIFIED SOVIET DECISION ON 
GROUNDS THAT "INFLUENTIAL CIRCLES IN WEST BERLIN" HAD 
SOUGHT TO EXPLOIT VISIT AS DEMONSTRATION OF "BERLIN'S 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC ", WHICH, IN 
SOVIET VIEW, WOULD HAVE BEEN VIOLATION OF "CLEAR 
AGREEMENTS" AS WELL AS OF LETTER AND SPIRIT OF QA. 
KOSCHNICK REPORTEDLY REJECTED THIS EXPLANATION AS 
"IMPLAUSIBLE” AND MADE CLEAR THAT CANCELLATION OF 
VISIT TOUCHED INTERESTS OF STAEDTETAG AS A WHOLE. 

HE REQUESTED FALIN TO INFORM HIM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AS TO 

WHEN VISIT COULD BE RESCHEDULED.GEORGE 
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